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W

atch out, there’s a new
generation of York
graduates already well
on their way to success.

From diplomats and architects to
human rights lawyers and Oscarwinning visual effects technicians, York
is crafting some of the brightest and the
best graduates set to excel across
sectors, industries and continents.
grapevine asked the University’s
academics to nominate their most
outstanding students and recent
graduates, bursting with talent and
potential, for a special report on the
trailblazing students who are about

to embark on careers as diverse
as they are remarkable.
“The University seems keen to
prove its ability to compete with
the top universities of the world,”
says Daniel Gilks, a Physics student
shortlisted for his excellent research
work in the Department.
“This desire to forge a reputation
has a clear relevance for any young
student who needs to find their own
place in the world.”
It is graduates like Daniel who will
continue to put York on the international
education map. And all will leave wishing
the best to the University that they say
provided the academic stimulus and

unique opportunities that have enabled
them to flourish.
“The reputation of the Department,
combined with the historic, architectural
and social qualities of the city, made the
decision to study at York very easy,”
says Alex Houlton.
Alex has just completed a PhD on
stone conservation of York Minster,
and has already secured a job as a
heritage consultant working with
nationwide architects Purcell Miller Tritton.
“The Department of Archaeology is
based at the King’s Manor in the centre
of York. This adds an extra dimension
to the student experience when the
focus of study is heritage-based, as

From left to right: Timur Tatlioglu, Simon Gammon,
Dominka Gruszka, Helen Fall, Alex Houlton,
Heba Khalil, Daniel Gilks, Claire Wood, Matthew
Freckleton, Annelies Vredeveldt, Primrose Lovett,
Amit Sinha and Leo Plunkett

“My proudest moment
at York has been to
graduate and leave
straight into a job. It is
immensely satisfying
that something I have
worked on is currently
flying in helicopters
around the UK”
Simon

Simon Gammon
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you are fully immersed in the history
of the city,” he says.
“The atmosphere in the Department
was always very positive, and the fact
that the postgraduates had a dedicated
workroom was really conducive to a
vibrant research culture. Doing a PhD
can be quite a solitary experience at
times, but the community at King’s
Manor certainly helped to counteract
that feeling.”
Alex is not alone in praising York’s
support network. The featured
students were selected from across
the University, and are a great example
of what talent combined with high
academic teaching can produce.
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“It was truly amazing to
see so many students
trying to think in a
smarter way and to
know that I was a part
of something big”
Amit
“York’s reputation was already
well known to me, so I knew when
I started looking at universities that
I wanted to apply,” says Electronics
student Simon Gammon.
“The real turning point was when
I came up to visit the University and
look around the Department. The
two things that struck me were that
York is a fantastic place to live and
study, and the excellent facilities
in the Department of Electronics,”
Simon explains.
Simon will soon begin work at
GE Aviation as a systems engineer,
in a role similar to his year-long
placement with the firm that formed
part of his degree.
“My proudest moment at York has
been being able to graduate and leave
straight into a graduate job. Using
all the skills I had learned at York I
received more than one job offer and

was able to pick the role that was
right for me,” says Simon.
“It is immensely satisfying that
something I have worked on is
currently flying in helicopters around
the UK,” he adds.
Another York graduate about
to embark on a career with an
industry leader is Computer Science
student Amit Sinha, who will soon
take up a position as an analyst for
management consultancy Accenture.
“Studying at York, and being
exposed to other opportunities,
has given me an appreciation for
the amount of dedicated work and
planning that goes into building a
career,” he says.
Amit is clear that while the worldclass teaching in the Department
of Computer Science was crucial to
securing his graduate job, his extracurricular responsibilities were a great
boost to his CV.
As the head of IBM’s Students for a
Smarter Planet initiative at York, Amit
brought five senior IBM executives
to the campus to speak to over 100
students last December.
“It was truly amazing to see so
many students trying to think in a
smarter way and to know that I was
a part of something big,” Amit says.
“Throughout my time at York,
I have maintained this philosophy
of ‘take all the opportunities
available to you’.”
For Annelies Vredeveldt, whose
PhD research broke new ground in
improving eyewitness statements and
saw her speak to an audience of panEuropean police chiefs, the big draw
for studying at York was the brilliant
academics that she had access to.
“My main reason for choosing
York was the fact that my PhD
supervisors, Alan Baddeley and
Graham Hitch, were here. I wanted
to conduct research on eyewitness
memory, and Alan and Graham
have a worldwide reputation for
their excellent research on memory,
so it is a great privilege for me to
work with them,” she explains.

“My research can contribute to the general
understanding of basic biological mechanisms,
which in turn will improve human life”
Dominka

Primrose Lovett arrived at York
after a stint travelling across the
Americas, learning Spanish and
determining her ambition to work on
issues of international justice with a
focus on Latin America. She’d already
completed a BA at Cambridge, and
saw York as offering a unique way
into her chosen profession.
“I came across the Centre for
Applied Human Rights and its new
LLM programme in International
Human Rights Law and Practice.
Its combination of the academic
and the practical, the small number
of students, the field trip and the
innovative Human Rights Defender
Programme that it runs all drew me
to the course,” she explains.
“A great learning experience
has also been the opportunity to
reflect on the ethics, limitations and
implications of human rights which
I think will be incredibly valuable to
me in the future. So although I have
the same ambitions as when I joined
last year, the University has helped
me narrow my interests and tailor
my skills accordingly.”
It certainly worked – Primrose
will soon be joining the diplomatic
service’s branch of the Foreign
Office’s Graduate Fast Stream.
“I wanted a job focused in
policy-making with an international
dimension. This was the perfect
opportunity,” she says.
“If I stay with the Foreign Office
I would love to be working on Latin
American issues, ideally posted
abroad. Otherwise, I might consider
doing a PhD in human rights and
international criminal justice.”

Dominka
Gruszka

Claire Wood
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Heba Khalil, an Egyptian graduate
of the American University in Cairo
before heading to York for an LLM at
the Centre for Applied Human Rights,
is another alumna striding out into the
human rights sector.
“I do not have a clear idea yet, but
I will work in Human Rights in Egypt.
Perhaps in advocacy or in reporting,
perhaps as a paralegal or researcher,
perhaps in a local NGO or international
NGO. The future is still unclear, but I
know I will be working on Human Rights
in post-Revolution Egypt,” she says.

“What really attracted me to
studying music at York was the
impressive array of lecturers and
resident musicians who were part
of the Department,” says Leo.
“I came to do music purely
because I had a passion for it and
wanted to learn more about it.
I never really considered it as a viable
career path, but over my three years
at York that has changed a great
deal,” says Leo.
For those who witnessed
Plunkett’s ‘Black Noise’ dissertation
performance, involving a film and
music presentation in the new
Ron Cooke Hub’s demonstration
space on Heslington East, his
packed post‑graduation diary
won’t be surprising.
He’ll travel to Peru after
graduation to film documentaries for
a conservation group, before playing
a number of festivals and following
up work opportunities with the BBC
and US television channel HBO.
“At the moment I just want to
explore different directions and if
I could pursue all of them then that
would be fantastic, but they are
all very unpredictable paths so we
will see,” says Leo.
For Dominka, who began studying
for a PhD at the University after a
summer studentship attracted her to
the Department of Biology, her time
at York has focused her talents on a
career that could well save the lives
of other alumni.
“When I started my PhD I
didn’t have a strict plan for my
future career but I did have an
ambition to become a scientist
or researcher,” she says.
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“Earlier this year I
was offered the chance
to spend three months
in Japan working with
a group of researchers
from York and NIMS”
Claire

Heba also got involved
with opportunities outside the
University’s academic life to
advance her studies while at York.
“The City of Sanctuary movement
in York along with the historical legacy
of York as a place of safety, have
played a major role in shaping my
understanding of grassroots human
rights initiatives, especially those that
target helping refugees and asylum
seekers in York,” she explains.
“The City of Sanctuary public
meeting was an open public meeting
of the working group to make York
into a ‘City of Sanctuary’ for refugees
and asylum seekers. It was such a
proud moment because I felt at home,
I felt I was fighting for my city, and
I felt I was working to bring human
rights ‘home’.”
Two weeks after he graduates,
Physics student Daniel Gilks will be
setting off for a three-month research
project at the National Institute for
Material Science (NIMS) in Tokyo,
before beginning a PhD in thin film
physics back in York.
“Earlier this year I was offered
the chance to spend three months
in Japan working with a group of
researchers from York and NIMS.
The chance to work with these
individuals and then follow that up
with postgraduate study at York
represents a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity I didn’t feel I could
afford to turn down,” he says.
Leo Plunkett, who has just
completed a BA in Music, and
PhD students Dominka Gruszka
and Helen Fall also owe their future
careers to the inspiration found
while studying at York.

“Being part of the York Alumni
Association maintains that sense
of belonging to a successful and
progressive university wherever you are,
and ensures that a sound mechanism
is in place should you decide to get in
touch with former staff and peers”
Tim
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“The company was
recommended by an
employee who was a
former graduate within
our department at
York,”

“Now, being close to the end of
my PhD, I feel quite confident about
pursuing a career path as a researcher
and I have a pretty clear view of what
my research objectives are and which
direction I want to take them… York
has definitely influenced and shaped
my career plans and given me a solid
platform on which to build a career in
research,” says Dominka, who won the
University’s K M Stott Prize in Biology.
“I am keen to work on important
biological and biomedical problems –
for example, how pathogenic bacteria
infect and persist in the human body,”
Dominka explains.
“My research can contribute to
the general understanding of basic
biological mechanisms, which in turn
will improve human life.”
Helen, who will leave York to
join her family’s firm in a business
development and strategy role, with
a view to taking over full control of
the business in the near future, never
imagined such a career before she
began her studies.
“Having previously had a career in
the banking sector my objective was
to complete a degree course and then
return to work in larger firms in either
banking or other large industries near
where I live,” she explains.
“However, since I started at
York other opportunities arose and
I have decided to work within my
family business.”
“The interactions with local
businesses which have occurred
as part of my Management course
have proved extremely useful,
especially from a business networking
perspective,” says Helen.
And career-building experiences
have not been restricted to the
classrooms or the library, as two other
sparkling graduates show.
Claire Wood arrived at York as an
English Literature undergraduate,
and four years later she’s graduating
with an MA in Nineteenth-Century
Literature and Culture, with ambitions
to pursue a career in academia.
While at York, Claire was part
of the Arts and Humanities
Research Council-funded Sensory
Stories project, which trained
postgraduates to communicate their
research to a wider audience through
sensory channels such as the use
of public spaces, performances and
object‑based interaction.

Matthew Freckleton

“I hope to show other
people that you can start
with nothing and build
and grow something
truly unique”
Matthew
passing on their recommendations
to people who are looking to gain
expertise in their particular fields.
“I will always recommend York
very highly. It has genuinely been
a great place to spend the last
three years and the course has
opened my horizons up to so many
opportunities, as have the people
I have met here,” says Leo.
“So I hope I am lucky enough
to succeed in some of my projects
so I can be in a position to give
advice and help to graduates of the
future,”he continues.
And for Matthew, providing
inspiration by showing how the
University of York can provide a
fantastic career springboard is
the key to getting the best out of
students of the future.
“I hope to show other people that
you can start with nothing and build
and grow something truly unique.”
With graduates like these, we
can rest assured that we have
some interesting alumni to watch
out for in the future.
By Henry James Foy (English,
Derwent, 2010)
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at future projects at the Paddington,
Farringdon and Liverpool Street
stations in the capital.
“The company was recommended
by an employee who was a former
graduate within our Department at
York,” says Timur.
“It was a great example of
networking as I had briefly worked
with her on a small project at
Harewood House. The role seemed
to be perfect as I was ready for the
next stage of my career, beyond
my doctoral research, and I was
looking for a position where I could
use my heritage expertise on a wide
range of projects.”
Timur recently became
a Research Associate at the
Department of Archaeology, allowing
him to recommend the Department
as an important source of expertise
in a wide range of subjects to his
current clients.
“One of the main advantages of
studying at York is the large network
of contacts that are available to
you… It was stressed from a very
early stage to take advantage of this
position, and build up relationships
both with the staff and our peers.
These contacts have been invaluable
to my career,” says Timur.
“It is networks such as these that
can lead to collaborative opportunities
further down the line,” Alex agrees.
“Being part of the York Alumni
Association maintains that sense
of belonging to a successful and
progressive university wherever
you are, and ensures that a sound
mechanism is in place should you
decide to get in touch with former
staff and peers.”
“It is really important to remember
who has helped you along the way
and where you have learnt the
skills you use day in and day out,”
says Simon. “I have benefited from
the strong industry connections
within the Department of Electronics.
Hopefully I’ll be able to contribute to
this in the future.”
“I feel it should be an integral
part of any alumnus agenda,”
chips in Amit.
“In my opinion, maintaining a
relationship outside your day-to-day
work job broadens your network
and may yield opportunities that
can be unexpected.”
Many hope to help York just by
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“I’m so proud to have led a project
that I believe has made a genuine
difference to how students think about
communicating their work and which
has opened a meaningful dialogue with
audiences beyond the University.
“I hope that Sensory Stories
will continue to train future cohorts
of humanities researchers in
communicating their work to the public
at large, giving them the confidence and
skills that will help to shape their own
academic careers,” Claire adds.
Closer to campus, Sociology
graduate Matthew Freckleton also got
started on his entrepreneurial career
while a student at York.
“I didn’t come to York with any clear
career objectives, so the University has
moulded me to an extent in deciding
what career path I wanted to do and
thus have chosen,” he explains.
Matthew was heavily involved in the
enterprise opportunities at York, first as
an intern at the Centre for Excellence
in Teaching and Learning for Enterprise
(CETLE), and then as President of the
York Entrepreneurs Society. He picked
up the 2009 award for the Best Student
Enterprise Society from the National
Council of Graduate Entrepreneurs.
It’s no surprise that he’ll be continuing
in that direction after graduating.
“My first venture will be the building
and development of Yatterbox as the
single source of all political social media
information,” says Matthew.
Timur Tatlioglu, who has recently
concluded a PhD in Archaeology,
has directly benefited from a good
relationship between former and
current students at University, and
recognises the importance of a strong
alumni network.
“[The University] helped me
to gain the specialist knowledge
that I was aiming for, while also
expanding valuable experience within
the heritage sector. In that sense,
there is no doubt that York has helped
me to move closer to my career
objectives,” he explains.
Timur has worked as a Heritage
Consultant for URS Scott Wilson,
a multi-national engineering
and environmental consultancy
specialising in infrastructure projects,
for the past year.
He’s been heavily involved in
the Crossrail project, the new 118km
urban railway being constructed
across central London, and is looking

